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E have been told in the com- 
mon News-Papers, that all 
Attempts are to be made this 
Seſſions by the Preshyterians, 
3 aaland their Abbettors, for taking 
off the Teſt, as a kind of preparatory Step, to 
make it go down ſmoother in England. For, 
it once their Light would ſo ſhine, the Papiſts, 
delighted with the Blaze, would all come in, 
and dance about it. This, I take to be a pru- 
dent Method; like that of a diſcreet Phyſician, 
- who firſt gives a new Medicine to a Dog, before 
be preſcribes it to a human Creature, 
n ' = The 
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The Presbyterians have, ever ſince the Revo- 
jution, directed their learn'd Caſuiſts to employ 


their Pens on this Subject; by ſhewing the Me- 7 


rits and Pretenſions, upon which they claim this 
Juſtice, as founded upon the Services they did 


towards the Reſtoration of King Charles the 
Second; and at the Revolution, under the Prince 


of Orange. Which Pleas I take to be the moſt 
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ſingular, in their Kind, that ever were offer'd in 
the face of the Sun, againſt the moſt glaring 


Light of Truth, and againſt a Continuation of 
publick Facts, known to all Europe for Twenty 


Years together. I ſhall, therefore, impartially 


examine the Merits and Conduct of the Presby- 


terians, upon thoſe two great Events; and the 
Pretenſions to Favour, which they challenge up- 


on them. 


Soon after the Reformation of the Church _ 


in 1Enmpland, under Edward the Sixth, upon 
Queen Mary's ſucceeding to the Crown, who 
reſtored Popery; many Proteſtants fled out of 
England, to eſcape the Perſecution raiſed againſt 
the Church, as her Brother had left it eſtabliſh- 
ed. Some of theſe Exiles went to Geneva; 
which City had received the Doctrine of Calvin, 
and rejected the Government of Biſhops; with 

many other Refinements. Theſe Engliſh Exiles 

readily embraced the Geneva Syſtem ; and hav- 


ing added further Improvements of their own, 


upon Queen Mary's Death returned to England, 


where 
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where they preached up their new Opinions ; 
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inveighing bitterly againſt Epiſcopacy, and all 
Rites and Ceremonies, however innocent and 
ancient in the Church: Building upon this 


Foundation; to run as far as poſlible from Po- 
per), even in the moſt minute and indifferent 
Circumſtances: This Faction, under the Name 
ol Puritan, became very turbulent, during the 


whole Reign of Q. Elisabeth; and were always 
diſcouraged by that wiſe Queen, as well as by 
her two Succeſſors. However, their Numbers, 
as well as their Inſolence and Perverſeneſs, ſo 
far increaſed, that ſoon after the Death of King 
James the Firſt, many Inſtances of their Petu- 
lancy and Scurrility, are to be ſeen in their 
Pamphlets, written for ſome Years after; which 
was a Trade they begun in the Days of Queen 
Elizabeth : Particularly with great Rancour a- 


4 gainſt the Biſhops, the Habits, and the Cere- 
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monies : Such was that ſcurrilous Libel under 


the Title of Martin Mar-Prelate, and ſeveral o- 


thers. And, although the Earl of Clarendon tells 
us, that, until the Year 1640. (as I remember) 
the Kingdom was in a State of perfe& Peace 
and Happineſs, without the leaſt -Appearance 
of Thought or Deſign towards making any Al- 
terations in Religion or Government; yet I 
have found, by often rummaging for old Books 


in Litile-Britain and Duck-Lane, a great Num- 


ber of Pamphlets printed from the Vear 1630. 
to 1640. full of as bold and impious railing 
Expreſſions, againſt the lawful Power of the 

| . Crown, 
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Crown, and the Order of Biſhops, as ever were 


utter'd during the Rebellion, or the whole ſub- 


ſequent Tyranny of that fanatick Anarchy. 
However, I find it manifeſt, that Puritaniſin did 


not erect itſelf into a new ſeparate Species of 


Religion, till ſome Time after the Rebellion 
began. For, in the latter Times of King Fames 


the Firſt, and the former Part of his Son, there 4 


were ſeveral Puritan Biſhops, and many Puritan 


private Clergymen; while People went, as their 


Inclination led them, to hear Preachers of each 
Party in the Pariſh Churches. For, the Puritan 
Clergy had received Epiſcopal Orders, as well 


as the reſt, But, ſoon after the Rebellion broke 


out, the Term Puritan gradually dropt, and 


that of Presbyterian ſucceeded ; which Sect was 


in two or three Years, eſtabliſhed in all its Forms, 
by what they call an Ordinance of the Lords 
and Commons, without conſulting the King; 
who was then at War againſt his Rebels. And, 


from this Period, the Church continued under 
Perſecution, till Monarchy was reſtored in the 
Year 1660, e RO = 


In a Year or two after, we begin to hear of 
a new Party riſen, and growing in the Parlia- 

ment, as well as the Army, under the Name 
of Independants. It ſpread, indeed, ſomewhat _ 


more in the latter; but not equal with the 


Preshyterians, either in Weight or Number, till 
the very Time that the King was murder d. 


* 2 When 
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When the King, who was then a Priſoner in 
the Ifle of Wight, had made his laſt Conceſſions 
for a Peace to the Commiſſioners of the Parlia- 

ment, who attended him there; upon their 
Return to London, they reported his Majeſty's 
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Anſwer in the Houſe. Whereupon, a Number 
of moderate Members, who, as Ludlow ſays, 
had ſecured their own Terms with his Majeſty, 
managed with ſo much Art, as to obtain a Ma- 
jority in a thin Houſe, for paſſing a Vote, that 
the King's Conceſſions were a Ground for a ſuture 
 _ Settlement. But the great Officers of the Army 
joining with the diſcontented Members, came 
to a Reſolution, of excluding all thoſe who had 
conſented to that Vote; which they executed 
in a military Way. Jreton told Fairſax, the 
General, a rigid Presbyterian, of this Reſolution, 
who thereupon iſſued his Orders for drawing 
out ithe Army the next Morning, and placing 
_ +} Guards inWeſiminſter-Hall, Court of Requeſts, and 
Lobby; who, in obedience to their General, in 


conjunction with thoſe Members, which had 
oppoſed the Vote, would let no Member enter 
the Houſe, except thoſe of their own Party. 
=: Upon which, the Queſtion for bringing the King 
to Juſtice, was immediately put, and carried, 


without Oppoſition, that I can find. Then, an 


Order was made for his Tryal, the time and 


1 piece appointed, the Judges named, of whom 
Fairfax himſelf was one; although by the Ad- 
Vice or Threats of his Wife, he declined ſitting 
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among them However, by freſh Orders under 
his own Hand, which [ have ſeen in Print, he 

appointed Guards to attend the Judges at the 
Tryal, and to keep the City in Quiet; as he did 
likewiſe to prevent any Oppoſition from the 


People, upon the Day of Execution. 


From what Ihave already deduced, it appears 
manifeſt; that the Differences between thoſe 


' two Sects, Pres byterian and Independant, did not 


then amount to half ſo much as what there is be- 
tween a Whip and Tory at preſent among us. 
The Deſign of utterly extirpating Monarchy and 
Epiſcopacy, was equally the ſame in both; evi- 
dently the Conſequence of the very ſame Prin- 


ciples, upon which the Presbyterians alone be- 


gan, continued; and would have ended in the 
fame Events, if towards the Concluſion, they 


had not been bearded by that new Party, with 
whom they could not agree about dividing the 
Spoil. However they held a good Share of Ci- 


vil and Military Employments during the whole 


Time of the Uſurpation; whoſe Names and Ac- 
tions, and Preferments, are frequent in the Ac- 
counts of thoſe Times. For I make no doubt, 


khat all the prudent Presbyterians complied in 
proper Seaſons, falling in with the Stream; and 


thereby got that Share in Employments, which 
many of them held to the Reſtoration; and per- 


haps too many of them after. In the ſame Man- 


ner we find our wiſeſt Tories, in both Kingdoms, 
upon the Change of Hands and Meaſures at the 
1 Queens 
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Queen's Death, have endeavoured for ſeveral 
Years by due Compliances, to recover the 


Time they had loft by a temporary Obſtinacy ; 


wherein they have well ſucceeded, according to 
their Degrees of Merit. Of whoſe Names I could 


gere make honourable mention, if I did not fear 
it might offend their Modeſty. 15 


As to what is alledged, that ſome of the Preſ- 


Hyterians declared openly againſt the King's Mur- 


der, 1 allow it to be true. But, from what Mo- 
tives? No other can poſſibly be aſſigned than per- 


fect Spight, Rage, and Envy, to find themſelves 
wor med out of all Power, by a new infant Spawn 


of Independants, ſprung from their own Bowels. 


It is true; the Differences in religious Tenets be- 

| tween them, are very few and trifling; the chief 
] — as far.as I remember, relating to Con- 

gregational and National Aſſemblies. But where- 
ever Intereſt or Power think fit to interfere, it 

little imports what Principles the oppoſite Parties 
think fit to charge upon each other: For, we ſee 
at this Day, that the Tories are more hated by 
the whole Set of zealous Whips, than the very 
 *Papiſts themſelves; and, in Effect, as much un- 
© qualified for the ſmalleſt Office: Although, both 


1 
22 


4 we Parties alert themſelves to be of the ſame 
| Religion, in all its Branches of Doctrine and Diſ- 


ipline; and profeſs the ſame Loyalty to the ſame 


Peroteſtant King, and his Heirs. 


If the Reader would know what became of 
this Independant Party, upon whom all the Miſ- 
1 — B chief 
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chief is charged by their Presbyterian Brethren; 9 


he may pleaſe to obſerve, that during the whole 
Uſurpation, they contended by Degrees with 
their Parent Sect, and, as I have already aid, 


ſhared in Employments; and gradually, after the 


Reſtoration, mingled with the Maſs of Presby- 


terians; lying ever ſince undiſtinguiſhed in the 


Herd of Difſenters. 


5 The. Prerbyterian Merit is of as little Weight, 
when they alledge themſelves inſtrumental to the 


King's Reſtoration. The Kingdom grew tired 


with thoſe ridiculous Models of Government: 


Friſt, by a Houſe of Lords and Commons, with- 


out a King; then without Biſhops; afterwards 


by a Rump and Lords Temporal; then by a 
_ Rump alone: Next by a ſingle Perſon for Life, 
in Con junction with a Council: By Agitators: 
By Major-Generals: By a new Eind of Repre- 
ſentatives from the three Kingdoms: By the 


Keepers of the Liberties of England: with 


other Schemes that have ſlipt out of my Memory. 


Cromwell was dead; his Son Richard, a weak, 


ignorant Wretch, who gave up his Monarchy 
much in the ſame Manner with the two uſurp- | 
ing Kings of Brentford, The People, haraſſed | 


with Taxes, and other Oppreſſions, the King's 


Party, then called the Cavaliers, began to re- 


cover their Spirits. The few Nobility ſcattered 
through the Kingdom, who lived in a moſt reti- 
red Manner, obſerving the Confuſion of Things, 
conld no Jonger endure to be ridden by Bakers, 


Cob lers, 


| {05 
Coblers, Brewers, and the like, at the Head of 

1; Armies; and plundering every where like French 
le Dragoons; the Rump Aſſembly grew deſpicable 
th do thoſe who had raiſed them. The City of Lon- 
&on, exhauſted by almoſt Twenty Years contri- 
Puting to their own Ruin, declared againſt them. 
he Rump, after many Deaths and Reſurrections, 
he was, in the moſt contemptuous Manner, kick d 
dut, and burnt in Effigy. The excluded Members 
were let in; a free Parliament called in as le- 
It, gal a Manner as the Times would allow; and the 

he ing reel. . 


t: The ſecond Claim of Presbyterian Merit, is 

h- founded upon their Services againſt the dange- 

ds Tous Deſigns of King James the Second; while 

a that Prince was uſing all his Endeavours to in- 

e, troduce Popery, which he openly profeſſed up- 

: on his coming to the Crown: To this they add, 
their eminent Services at the Revolution, under 

the Prince of Orange. £ 


S* 
le 
Nov the Quantum of Presbyterian Merit, 
7 
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during the four Years Reign of that weak, bi- 
y gotted, and ill-adviſed Prince, as well as at the 
Iime of the Revolution, will eaſily be computed, 
d by a Recourſe to a great Number of Hiſtories, 
amphlets, and publick Papers, printed in thoſe 
P Iimes, and ſome afterwards; befide the Verbal 
d _ Teſtimonies of many Perſons yet alive, who are 
i- old enough to have known and obſerved the 
s, Diſſenters Conduct in that * Period. 

N 2 It 
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It 1s agreed, that upon King Charles the Se- 
cond's Death, ſoon after his Succeſſor had pub- 
lickly owned himſelf a Roman Catholick ; he be- 
gan with his firſt Careſles to the Church Party; 
from whom-having received very cold diſcou- 
raging Anſwers, he applied to the Presbyterian 
Leaders and Teachers, being adviſed by his 
Prieſts and Popiſb Courtiers, that the ſafeſt Me- 


thod towards introducing his ownReligion, would 


be, by taking off the Sacramental Teft, and gi- 
ving a full Liberty of Conſcience to all Reli- 


gions, (J ſuppoſe, that profeſſed Chriſtianity.) 


It ſeems, that the Presbyterians, in the latter 
Years of King Charles the Second, upon Account 
of certain Plots, (allowed by Biſhop Burner to 
be genuine) had been. for a ſhort Time, forbid 
to hold their Conventicles. Whereupon, theſe 
charitable Chriſtians, out of perfe& Reſentment 


againſt the Church, received the gracious Offers 
of King James with the ſtrongeſt Profeftions of 


Loyalty, and higheſt Acknowledgments for his 
Favour. I have ſeen ſeveral of their Addreſſes, 


ſull of Thanks and Praiſes, with bitter Inſi- 


nuations of what they had ſuffer'd; putting 
themſelves and the Papiſts upon the ſame Foot, 


as Fellow-Sufferers for Conſcience; and with 


the Style of, Our Brethren the Roman Catholicks. 
About this Time, began the Project of Claſeting, 
_ (which hath ſince been practiſed many Times, 


with more Art and Succeſs) where the princ1- 


pal Gentlemen of the Kingdom were privately 


catechiſed by his Majeſty, to know whether, if N 


a 
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a new Parliament were called, they wou'd agree 
to paſs an Act for repealing the Sacramental 
Tieſt, and eſtabliſhing a general Liberty of Con- 
ſclence. But he received ſo little Encouragement, 
that deſpairing of Succeſs, he had recourſe to his 
diſpenſing Power, which the Judges had deter- 
mined to be a Part of his Prerogative. By Co- 
lour of his Determination, he preferred ſeveral 
Presbyterians, and many Papiſts, to Civil and 
- Military Employments. While the King was 
thus buſied, it is well known, that Monſieur Fa- 
gel, the Dutch Envoy in London, delivered the 
Opinion of the Prince and Princeſs of Orange, 
concerning the Repeal of the Teſt, whereof the 
King had ſent an Account to their Highneſſes, 
to know how ſar they approved of it. The Sub- 
ſtance of their Anſwer, as reported by Fagel, 
was this; That their Highneſſes thought very 
well of a Liberty of Conſcience; but by no 
Means of giving Employ ments to any other Per- 
ſons, than thoſe who were of the National 
Church. This Opinion was confirmed by ſe- 
veral Reaſons: I cannot be more particular, not 
having the Paper by me, although it hath been 
printed in many Accounts of thoſe Times. And 
thus much every moderate Churchman would 
perhaps ſubmit to: But, to truſt any Part of the 
Civil Power in the Hands of thoſe whoſe In- 
tereſt, Inclination, Conſcience, and former Prac- 
tices have been wholly turned to introduce a dif- 
ferept Syſtem of Religion and Government, 
th very few Examples in any Chriſtian State; 

nor 
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placed one Richards, a noted Presbyterian, at 
the Head of a Regiment, who had been Gover- 


ten mention'd by Ludlow in his Memoirs. This 


of the Prince's Landing, the Father eaſily fore. 
ſeeing how Things would go, went over like 


_ encouraged by the Profeſſions of Loyalty gil 


x 
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nor any at all in Holland, the great Patroneſs 
of Univerſal Toleration. 0 i 


Upon the firſt Intelligence King James recei- 
ved of an intended Invaſion by the Prince of 
Orange; among great Numbers of Papiſts, to 


increaſe his Troops, he gave Commiſſions to 


ſeveral Presbyterians; ſome of whom had been 
Officers under the Rump; and particularly he 
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nor of Wexford in Cromwell's Time, and is of. 
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of Orange. The Colonel made his Son a Cap. 
tain, whom I knew, and was as zealous a Preſ. 
byterian as his Father. However at the Time 
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Regiment was raiſed in England againſt the i 


many others to the Prince, who continued him 


his Regiment; but coming over a Year or two 


after to aſſiſt in raifing the Siege of Derry, hep 
behaved himſelf ſo like either a Coward, or 2 
Traytor, that his Regiment was taken from him. 


Iwill now conſider the Conduct of the Church 
Party during the whole Reign of that unfortuY 
nate King. They were ſo unanimous againflÞ 
promiſing to paſs an Act for repealing the Teſti; 


and eſtabliſhing a general Liberty of ConſcienceÞ 


that the King durſt not truſt a Parliament; bu 


ven him by his Presbyterian Friends, went on 
-with his diſpenſing Power. 95 
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The Church- Clergy at that Time are allowed 


to have written the beſt Collection of Tracts a: 
painſt Popery that ever appeared in England; 
u hich are to this Day in the higheſt Eſteem, 


But, upon the ſtricteſt Enquiry, 1 could never 
hear of above one or two Papers publiſhed by 
the Presbyterians at that Time upon the ſame 
. Subject. Seven great Prelates (he of Canterbu- 
18 y among the reſt) were ſent to the Tower, for 


r. preſenting a Petition, wherein they defired to 
p- be excuſed in not obeying an illegal Command 
/-From the King, The Bp of London, Dr Comp- 
ton, was ſummoned to anſwer before the Com- 
*miſſioners for Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, for not ſuſ- 
pending Dr Sharp (afterwards Archbiſhop of 
im fort) by the King's Command. If the Presbyte- 
wo ans expreſſed the fame Zeal upon any Occaſi- 

In, the Inſtances of it are not, as I can find, left 
r à pon Record, or tranſmitted by Tradition. The 
im, Proceedings againſt Magdalen College in Oxford, 
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It is indeed very true, that after King William 
was ſettled on the Engliſo Throne, the Presby-. 
zerians began to appear, and offer their Creden- 
tials, and demand Favour; and the new King 
having been originally bred a Calviniſt, was de. 
firous enough to make them eaſy (if that would 
do) by a legal Toleration; although in his Heart” 

he never bore much Affection to that Se&; nor 
deſigned to favour them further than as 1t ſtood. 
with the preſent Scheme of Politicks : As I have 
long ſince been aſſured by the greateſt Men of 
Whig-Principles at that Time in England. 


95 
92 


It is likewiſe true, nor will be denied; that 
when the King was poſſeſſed of the Engliſi- 
Crown; and the Remainder of the Quarrel was 
left to be decided in this Kingdom, the Presby 
terians Wiſely choſe to joyn with the Proteſtan 
Army, rather than with that of King Jame 
their old Friend, whoſe Affairs were then in 
manner deſperate, They were wiſe enough te 
know, that this Kingdom, divided againſt it 
ſelf, could never prevail againſt the united PoW 
er of England. They fought pro aris &. focts 
for their Eſtates and Religion; which latter wil! 
never ſuffer ſo much by the Church of England 
as by that of Rome, where they are counted“ 
Hereticks as well as we: And conſequently the? 
had no other Game to play. But, what Meri 
they can build upon having joined with a Pr 


teſtant Army, under a King they acknowledgß 


ed, to defend their own Liberties and Proper 
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an 5 . : . | . 
m ties againſt a Popiſb Enemy under an abdicated 
Y- King, is, I confeſs, to me abiolutely inconceiv- 
able; and, I believe, will equally be fo for ever, 


$ 


to any reaſonable Man. 
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When theſe Sectaries were ſeveral Years ago 
irt making the ſame Attempt for abolithing the 
or Teſt, many groundleis Reports were induſtriouſ- 
od ly and featonably ſpread of an Invaſion threaten- 
ve ed by the Pretender, on the North of Ireland. 
of At which Time the Presbyterians, in their Pam- 

Phlets, argued in a menacing Manner, that if 

the Pretender {hould invade thoſe Parts of the 
lat Kingdom where the Numbers and Eſtates of the 
ii Diſſ enters chiefly lay; they would fit ſtill, and 
vas let ns fight our own Battles; ſince they were 
by to reap no Advantage, which ever fide ſhould 
an be Victors. If this were the Courſe they 
ne intended to take in ſuch a Caſe; I deſire to 
1: know, how they could contrive ſafely to 
te ſtand Neuters, otherwiſe than by a Compact 
it with the Pretender and his Army, to ſupport 
6 their Neutrality. and protect them againſt the 
1 Forces of the Crown 2 This is a neceſſary Sup- 
71/47 polition ; becauſe otherwiſe they muſt have in- 
2 evitably been a_ Prey to both. However, by 
this frank Declaration, they ſufficiently ſhewed 


ne their good Will; and confirm'd the common 
er Charge generally laid at their Door, that a Scot- 
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tiſb, or Northern Prechyterian, hates our Epiſco- 
dg pal Eſtabliſh'd Church, more than Popery itſelf. 

And, the Reaſon for this Hatred, is natural e- 
tie“ | C nough ; 


18 3 
nough ; becauſe it is the Church alone, that 
ſtands in the Way between them, and Power; 
which Popery doth not. 5 


Upon this Occaſion I am in ſome doubt, whe- 
ther the political Spreaders of thoſe chimerical 
Invaſions, made a judicious Choice in fixing the 
Northern Parts of freland for that romantick 
Enterprize. Nor, can I well underſtand the 
Wiſdom of the Presbyterians in countenancing 
and confirming thoſe Reports. Becaule it ſeem- 
ed to caſt a moſt infamous Reflection upon the 
Loyalty and religious Principles of their whole 
Body: For if there had been any Truth in the 
| Matter, the Conſequence muſt have been allow- 
ed, that the Pretender counted upon more Aſ- 
ſiſtance from his Father's Friends, the Presbyte- 
rians, by chuſing to land in thoſe very Parts, 
where their Number, Wealth, and Power moſt 
prevail'd ; rather than among thoſe of his own _ 
Religion. And therefore, in Charity to this 
Sect, I rather incline to believe, that thoſe Re- 
ports of an Invaſion were formed and ſpread by 
the Race of ſmall Politicians, in order to do a. 
ſeaſonable Jobb. 


As to Popery in general, which for a thouſand 
Years paſt hath been introducing and multiply- 
ing Corruptions both in Doctrine and Diſcipline; 
I look upon it to be the moſt abſurd Syſtem of 
Chriſtianity profeſſed by any Nation. But I can- 
not apprehend this Kingdom to be in much 
Danger from it. The Eſtates of Papiſts are yery 

—_ e 
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few; crumbling into ſmall Parcels, and daily 
diminiſhing. Their common People are funk in 
Poverty, Ignorance, and Cowardice, and of as 
little Conſequence as Women and Children. 
Their Nobility and Gentry are at leaſt by one 


NT - 
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half ruin'd, baniſh'd, or converted: They all 


ſoundly feel the Smart of what they ſuffered in 


the laſt 1 War. Some of them are already 
retir'd into foreign Countries; others, as I am 


told, intend to follow them; and the reſt, I 


believe, to a Man, who ſtill poſſeſs any Lands, 


are abſolutely determin'd never to hazard them 
again for the ſake of eſtabliſhing their Superſtition: 


If it hath been thought fit, as ſome obſerve, to 


aVbate of the Law's Rigour againſt Popery, in this 


Kings 


odom, I am confident it was done for very 


| wiſe Reaſons, conſidering the Situation of Affairs 
abroad at different times, and the Intereſt of the 


Piroteſtant Religion in general. And as I do not 


find the leaſt Fault in this Proceeding ; ſo I do 


not conceive why a ſunk diſcarded Party, who 


neither expect nor defire any Thing more than 


a4 a quiet Life, ſhould under the Names of High- 


' flyers, Facobites, and many other vile Appella- 


tions, be charged fo often in Print, and at com- 


mon Tables, with endeavouring to introduce 
Popery, and the Pretender; while the Papiſts ab- 
hor them above all other Men, on Account of 
Sebverities againſt their Prieſts, in her late Ma- 


jeſty's Reign; when the now disbanded Repro- 
.  bate Party was in Power. This I was convinced 
of ſome Years ago by a long Journey into the 
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Southern Parts; where I had the Curioſity to 
ſend for many Prieſts of the Pariſhes I paſſed 
through; and, to my great Satisfaction, found 
them © every where abounding in Profeſſions of 
Loyalty to the late King George ; for which they 
gave me the Reaſons ove mentioned; at the 
{ame Time complaining bitterly of the Hard- 


_ thips they ſuffered under the Queen's laſt Mi- 1 
niſiry. 


I return from this Digreſſion to the modeſt _ 
Demands of the Prebyterians, for a Repeal of 
the Sacramental Teſt, as a Reward for their Me- 
rits at the Reſtoration, and the Revolution; which 
Merits I have fairly repreſented, as well as my 
Memory would allow me. If I have commit- 
ted any Miſtakes they muſt be of little Moment. 
The Facts and principal Circumſtances are what 
J have obtain d and digeſted, from reading the 
Hiſtories of thoſe Ti imes, written by each Par- 
ty; and many thouſands have done the fame as 
well as I, who I am ſure have in their Minds 
drawn the ſame Conclutions. | 


This is the Faction, and theſe the Men who 
are now reſuming their Applications, and giving 
in their Bills of Merit to both Kingdoms upon 
two Points, which, of all others, they have the 
leaſt Pretenſions to offer. I have collected the 
Facts with all poſſible Impartiality, from the 
current Hiſtories of thoſe Times; and have 
thewn, ene very briefly, the gradual Pro- 

ceedings 
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| ceedings of thoſe Sectaries; under the Denomi- 


nations of Puritans, Presbytcrians, and Indepen- 


| dants, for about the ſpace of an hundred and 
_ eighty Years, from the Beginning of Q. Eliga- 
_ beth to this preſent Time. But, notwithſtand- 
ing all that can be ſaid, theſe very Schiſmaticks 
(or ſuch they are in Temporals, as well as 
Spirituals) are now again expecting, ſoliciting, 
and demanding (not without inſinuated Threats, 
according to their Cuſtom) that the Parliament 
ſhould fix them upon an equal Foot with the 
Church Eſtabliſh'd. I would fain know to what 


Branch of the Legiſlature they can have the Fore- 


head to apply. Not to my Lords the Biſhops ; 
who muſt have often read, how the Predeceſ- 
ſors of this very Faction, acting upon the ſame 
Principles, drove the whole Bench out of the 
Houſe; who were then, and hitherto continue 


one of the three Eſtates. Not to the Temporal. 
Peers, the ſecond of the three Eſtates ; who im- 
mediately after thoſe rebellious Fanaticks had 
- murdered their King, voted a Houſe of Lords 


do be uſeleſs and dangerous, and would let them 


ſit no longer, otherwiſe than when elected as 
Commoners. Not to the Houſe of Commons; 
who muſt have heard, that in thoſe fanatick 
| 1 imes the Presbyterian and Independant Com- 
manders in the Army, by military Power, ex- 
pelled all the moderate Men out of the Houſe, 


and left a Rump to govern the Nation. Laſt- 


. not to the Crown, which thoſe very Sainte 
deſtin'd to rule the Earth, trampled under their 
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Feet, 
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Feet, and then in cold Blood murder'd the bleſſed 
Wearer. Had 


But, the Seſſions now approaching, and a 
Clan of diſſenting Teachers come up to Town 


from their northern head Quarters, accompanied 


by many of their Elders and Agents, and ſup- 


ported by a general Contribution, to ſollicit their 
Eſtabliſhment, with a Capacity of holding all 


Military as well as Civil Employments; I 
think it high Time, that this Paper ſhould ſee 


the Light. However, I cannot conclude with- 


out freely confeſſing, that if the Prerbyterians 


ſhould obtain their Ends, I could not be ſorry | 


to find them miſtaken in the Point, which they 
have moſt at Heart by the Repeal of the Teſt; 
I mean, theBenefit of Employments. For, after all, 


what Aſſurance can a Scottiſh northern Diſſenter, 
born on Iriſþ Ground, have, that he ſhall be 


treated with as much Favour as a True Scot born 


beyond the Tweed. 


Tam ready enough-to believe that all I have 
{aid will avail but little. I have the common 
Excuſe of other Men, when I think myſelf bound 
by all religious and civil Ties, to diſcharge my 
Conſcience, and to warn my Countrymen upon 
this important Occaſion, It is true, the Advo- 
cates for this Scheme promiſe a new World, at- 
ter this bleſſed Work ſhall be completed; that 
all Animoſities and Faction muſt immediately 
drop: that the only Diſtinction in this Kingdon 

Will 
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will then be of Papiſt and Proteſtant, For, as to 
Whig and Tory, High-Church and Low Church, 


Facobite and Hamnoverian, Court and Country 


Party, Engliſh and Iriſh Intereſt, Diſſenters and 
Conformiſti, New Light and Old Light, Anabap- 
tiſt and Independant, 0 
they will all melt and jumble together into per- 
fect Harmony, at the Seſſions and Aſſizes, on the 
Bench and in the Revenues; and, upon the 
whole, in all Civil and Military Truſt, not ex- 
cepting the great Councils of the Nation. For 


Ouaker and Mugegletonian, 


it is wiſely argued thus: That a Kingdom be- 


ing no more than a larger Knot of Friends met to- 
gether, it is againſt the Rules of good Manners to 
ſhut any Perſon out of the Company, except the 
Papiſte, who profeſs themſelves of another Club. 


I am at a Loſs to know what Arts the Preſ- 


hyteriun Se& intends to uſe, in convincing the 
World of their Loyalty to kingly Government; 
- which long before the Prevalence, or even the 
Birth of their Independant Rivals, as ſoon as the 
King's Forces were overcome, declared their 
Principles to be againft Monarchy, as well as 
Epiſcopacy and the Houſe of Lords, even till 
the King was reſtored : At which Event, altho” 
they were forced to ſubmit to the preſent Power, 


yer I have not heard that they ever did, to this 


Day, renounce any one Principle by which 
their Predeceſſors then acted ; yet this they 
have been challenged to do, or at leaſt to ſhew 
1 that others have done it for them, by a 


certain 
Doctor, 


Doctor, who, as I am told, hath much em- 
ploy'd his Pen in the like Diſputes. I own, 
they will be ready enough to inſinuate them- 


Diſtinctions, and Superiorities, as Rags of Popery, 
in order to a thorough Reformation ; and, as in 
Charity bound, to promote the Salvation of 
their Countrymen : Wiſhing with St. Paul, that Þ 


Aſſurance will they pleaſe to give, that when 
' Proceeding during the Dominion of the Saints 2 


equal to that of the primitive Chriſtians 2 That 


frequently inſiſted on; that, granting ſuch a 
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ſelves into any Government : But, if they mean 
to be honeſt and upright, they will, and muſt 
endeavour by all Means, which they ſhall think 
lawtul, to introduce and eſtabliſh their own 
Scheme of Religion, as neareſt approaching to 
the Word of God, by caſting out all ſuperſti- 
tious Ceremonies, Eccleſiaſtical Titles, Habits, | 


the whole Kingdom were as they are. But what 


their Sect ſhall become the National Eſtabliſned] 
Worſhip, they will treat Us Diſſenters as we 


have treated them. Was this their Courſe off 
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Were not all the Remainders of the Epilcopal® 
Church, in thoſe Days, eſpecially the Clergy, 
under a Perſecution for above a Dozen Tears, 


this Proceeding was ſuitable to their Principles 
is known enough; for many of their Preachers 
then writ Books expreſly againſt allowing any 
Liberty of Conſcience, in a Religion different 
from their own; producing many Arguments to- 
prove that Opinion; and, among the reſt, one 


. 
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Liberty would be to eſtabliſh Iniquity by a Law 
: E gy Man 5 
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Many of theſe Writings are yet to be ſeen, and, 


I hear, have been quoted by the Doctor above- 
mentioned. 


X. 
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that holy Inſtitution, the bleſſed Sacrament, by 
, {way of a Teſt, before Admittance into any Em- 


ployment; I ask, whether they would not be 
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. As to their great Objection of proſtituting 


5 content to receive it after their own Manner, for 
5 10 he Office of a Judge, for that of a Commiſlion- 
„ er in the Revenue, for a Regiment of Horſe, or 
in to be a Lord Juſtice. I believe they would 
of! ſcruple it as little, as a long Grace before and 
at after Dinner; which they can ſay without Send. 
at ing @ Knee. For, as I haye been told, their 
Manner of taking Bread and Wine in their Con- 
venticles, is performed with little more Solem- 
nity than at their common Meals. And, there- 
Fore, fince they look upon our Practice in re- 
feiving the Elements, to be idolatrous; they 
J geither can, nor ought, in Conſcience, to allow 
us that Liberty, otherwiſe than by Connivance; 
and a bare Toleration, like what is permitted 

o the Papiſts. But, left we ſhould offend them, 
les, Lam ready to change this Teſt for another; al- 
i er Hough, I am afraid, that ſanctified Reaſon is, 

By no Means, the Point where the Difficulty 
pinches; and only offered by pretended Church- 
sto Wen, as if they could be content with our be- 

eving, that the Impiety and Prophanation of 
Faking the Sacrament a Teſt, were the only 
Mbjection. I therefore propoſe, that before the 
e preſent 
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Doctor, who, as I am told, hath much em 
ploy'd his Pen in the like Diſputes, I own, 
they will de ready enough to inſinuate them 
ſelves into any Government: But, if they mean ; 


to be honeſt and upright, they will, and muſt © 
endeavour by all Means, which they {hall think | 
lawful, to introduce and eſtabliſh their own 
Scheme of Religion, as neareſt approaching to 
the Word of God, by caſting out all ſuperſti- | 
tious Ceremonies, Eccleſ aſtical Titles, Habits, þ 1 
Diſtinctions, and Superiorities, as Rags of Popery, 
in order to a thorough Reformation; and, as in 
Charity bound, to promote the Salvation of | 
their Countrymen : : Wiſhing with St. Paul, that 
the whole Kingdom were as ” they are, But What 
Aſſurance will they pleaſe to give, that when 
their Sect ſhall become the National Eſtabliſned 
Worſhip, they will treat Us Diſſenters as we 
have treated them. Was this their Courſe ot * 
Proceeding during the Dominion of the Saints 22 
Were not all the Remainders of the Epiſcopallf 
Church, in thoſe Days, eſpecially the Clergy, * 
under a Perſecution for above a Dozen Years, © 
equal to that of the primitive Chriſtians 2 That 
this Proceeding was ſuitable to their Principles, 
is known enough; for many of their Preachers 
then writ Books expreſly againſt allowing any 
Liberty of Conſcience, in a Religion different 
from their own; producing many Arguments to 
prove that Opinion ; and, among the reſt, one 
frequently inſiſted on; that, granting ſuch 1 


Liberty would be to eſtabliſh Inquiry by a Law 
Many) 
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Many of theſe Writings are yet to be ſeen, and, 

hear, have been quoted by the Doctor above- 
mentioned. 
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"1 As to their great Objection of proſtituting 
that holy Inftitution, the bleſſed Sacrament, by 
way of a Teſt, before Admittance into any Em- 
ployment; I ask, whether they would not be 
Content to receive it after their own Manner, for 
the Office of a Judge, for that of a Commiſlion- 
er in the Revenue, for a Regiment of Horſe, or 
to be a Lord Juſtice. I believe they would 
jc ſcruple it as little, as a long Grace before and 
1; after Dinner; which they can ſay without hend. 
at Ing 4 Knee. For, as I have been told, their 
Manner of taking Bread and Wine in their Con- 
s venticles, is performed with little more Solem- 
nity than at their common Meals. And, there- 


ve 58. e 
fore, ſince they look upon our Practice in re- 


A 
i vins the Elements, to be idolatrous; they 
| Neither can, nor ought, in Conſcience, to allow 
us that Liberty, otherwiſe than by Connivance; 
and a bare Toleration, like what is permitted 
cel to the Papiſts. But, left we ſhould offend them, 
les, Lam ready to change this Teſt for another; al- 

though, I am afraid, that ſanctified Reaſon is, 
by no Means, the Point where the Difficulty 
ent Pinches; and only offered by pretended Church- 
to men, as if they could be content with our be- 


one eving, that the Impiety and Prophanation ol 
h i aking the Sacrament a Teſt, were the only 
a. N bjection. I therefore propoſe, that before the 
laß 3 preſznt 
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Diſcipline, Gc. and, that he will never frequent, 


ments, where Calviniſts, and ſome other Refor-s 
mers who rejected Epiſcopacy, poſſeſs the ſu- 


3 26 J 3 
preſent Law be repealed, another may be enact. 
ed; That no Man ſhall receive any Employ- 
ment, before he ſwears himſelf to be a true Mem- 
ber of the Church of Ireland, in Doctrine and 


or communicate with any other Form of Wor- 
ſhip. It ſhall likewiſe be farther enacted, that 
whoever offends, Oc. ſhall be fined five Hun- 
dred Pounds, impriſoned for a Year and a Day, 


and rendered incapable of all publick Truſt for 


ever. Otherwiſe, I do inſiſt that thoſe pious,” 
indulgent, external Profeſſors of our National 


Religion, ſhall either give vp that fallacious hy- 
pocritical Reaſon for taking off the Teſt; or free 


ly confeſs, that they deſire to have a Gate wide 
open for every Sect, without any Teſt at all, ex- 


cept that of ſwearing Loyalty to the King: 
Which, however, conſidering their Principles, 
with regard O Monarchy, yet unrenounced; 
might, if they would pleaſe to look deep enoug 
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into their own Hearts, prove a more bitter Teſt, 


#7 


than any other that the Law hath yet invented. 


For, from the firſt Time that theſe Sectaries 


appeared in the World, it hath been always ; 


found, by their whole Proceeding, that they 
profeſſed an utter Hatred to kingly Government. 
I can recolle&, at preſent, three Civil Eſtabliſn- 


preme Power ; and, theſe are all Republicks 4 
I mean, Holland, Geneva, and the reformed) 


1 5 

_ *Swiſs Cantons. I do not ſay this in Diminuti— 
on, or Diſgrace to Commonwealths; wherein, 
I confeſs, I have much altered many Opinions, 
under which I was educated, having been led 


„5 . Wh : | 
by ſome Obſervation, long Experience, and a 


thorough Deteſtation for the Corruptions of 
: Mankind. Inſomuch, that I am now juſtly ly- 
"able to the Cenſure of Hobbs; who complains, 
Y» that the Youth of England imbibe ill Opinions, 
from reading the Hiſtories of antient Greece and 
> "Rome, thoſe renowned Scenes of Liberty and 
every Virtue, 


d But, as to Monarchs; who muſt be ſuppoſed 
well to ſtudy and underſtand their own Inter- 
* eſt; they will beſt conſider, whether thoſe Peo- 
8 ple, who in all their Actions, Preachings, and 
„ Writings, have openly declared themſelves a- 
No inſt Regal Power, are to be ſafely placed in 
0 an equal Degree of Favour and Truſt, with 
<* thoſe who have been always found the true and 
4 only Friends to the Engliſo Eſtabliſhment. From 
. Which Conſideration, I could have added one 
more Article to my new Teſt, if I had thought 
ow It worth my Time, 


my t have been aſſured by ſome Perſons who 
Ih- Were preſent, that ſeveral of theſe Diſſentin 


for- 
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ſecret Reaſons thoſe Patrons may have for 


Sccret, unto their Aſſembly mine. Honour be not 


pretend to have found among us; if this be true, 
and that the Teſt muſt be delivered up by the 
very Commanders appointed to defend it, the 
Affair is already, in Effect, at an End. What 


28 J | 


ſuch a Return of brotherly Love, I ſhall not 
inquire: For, O my Soul come not thou into their 


. 


thou united, For in their Anger they ſlew 4 


2 Ind is , ef wil they lee Ton 


Wall. Curſed be their Anger, for it was fierce, 


and their Wrath, for it was cruel ;, I will divide 
them in Jacob, and ſcatter them in Iſrael, 
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N. B. As an Anſwer to this Pamphlet may reaſon. 
ably be expected from Ireland, this is to afſur\ 
the Publick, that we fhall rake the firſt Opportu. 
nity io publiſh it, and every other Treatiſe on 1b. 
ſame Subject, that ſhall be judged worthy 0 

- Regard in this Kingdom.” 0 
OY po G. F. &c. : 
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In Imitation no Honacr, ODE. IX. Lib. Iv. 
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par TR 0 N of the 1 u. 
O] too nice, and too ſevere! 
Think not, that my Country Song, 


Shall diſpleaſe 2 Honeſt Ear. 


Choſen Strains 7 proudly bring, 
Which the Muſes, ſacred Choir! 


r hen they Gods and Heroes ſing, 
Difate to th barmonious Lyre. 


Antient Homer, Princely Bard! 
Fuſt Precedence ſtill maintains; 
With ſacred Rapture till are heard 
Theban Pindar's lofty Strains. 


Still” the old triumphant Song, 
Which, when bated  Tyrants Kl. 

Great Alczus boldly ſung, 
Warns, in#rufts, "7 pleaſes well. 


Nor bas Time's all dark ning Shade, 8 
In obſcure Oblivion proſe 5 
W E Anacreon laugh d and playfd 

Gay Anacreon, drunken Prieſt ! 


Gentle 


ES ae * — —— — —— — —— — 


5 1 N 
| ES Gentle Sappho, love-fick Muſe, 
*| Warms the Heart with am'rous Fire, 
„ Hill her tend reſt Notes infuſe | 
Melting Rapture, ſoft Deſire. | 
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0 Beauteous Helen, young and Gay, 
1 y a painted Fopling won, 
e Went not firſt, fair Nymph, aſtray, ; 
110 Fonaly | pleas'd fo be undone. Rs i 


x ll, Nor oung Teucer's laugh ring Bou, 
4 | Nor bold Hector's dreadful Sword, 
Alone, the Terrors of the Foe, 
_ Sow'd the Field with hoſtile Blood. 


0 Many valiant Chief's of ot 

Wl „ Greatly liv'd and died before 
Tit Agamemnon, Grecian bold, 

1 Wag'd the Ten Tears famous War. 
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But their Names, unſung, unwept, © 
Zr. Unrecorded, of and gone, 5 | 
WE Long in endleſs Night have ſlept, y 

70 And ſhall now no more be known, | 


bi Virtue, which the Poet's Care 
Lion Has not well conſign d to Fame, 
RES Lies, as in the Sepulchre 
6 Some old King without a Name. 
"YT .*F ixere fortes ante Aramermona 
1 | Multi: ſed omnes illacrymabiles 
1 22 Urgentur ignotigue longa 
| | 11 5 | Nocte: tarent quia vate ſacro. 
Be TITLE £ ; . 
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But, O HU MPH RT, Great and Free, 
While my tuneful Songs are read, 

Old forgetful Time on THEE 

Dark Oblivion neer ſhall ſpread. 


hen the deep cut Notes ſhall fade 
On the mould ring Parilan Stone, 
On the Braſs no more be read 


The periſoing Inſcription, 


Forgotten all the Enemies, 
Enxvious G=—nis curſed Spite, 
And Pls derogating Lies, 

Loſs and ſunk in Stygean Night. 


Still thy Labour and thy Care, 
phat for Dublin thou haſt done, 
In full Luſtre ſhall appear, 
Aud outſhine th unclouded Sun. 


NR Large thy Mind, and not untry a, 
= For Hibernia now doth ſtand 
Thro' the; calm, or raging Tide, 
Safe conducts the Ship to Land. 
Falſely we call the Rich Man Great, 
He is only ſo that knows, 
His plentiful, or ſmall Eſtate 
Wiſely 80 Enjoy and Uſe. 


He 
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Hle in ; Wealth o or Poverty, 


Fortunes Power alike N 8 
4nd 4 and Diſhonsſty, © 
More than Death abhors and flee ; 


Flies N Death? — Io, meets it bri 


When the ſuffering ſo ſevere 


My from dreadful Bondage ſave 


Chen Friends, or Country deat; 


- This the Sovereign Man, compleat; 3 


Hero; Patriot; Glorious; Free; 


Nich and Wiſe; and Good and Great: 


Generonis H U M n R Y, Thou art 


